
Committee to End Homelessness in Victoria

Meeting Minutes

September 20, 2017

Present:  Delmar, Chris, David Tat, Janie, Joyanna

Chair:  Diana

Minutes: Trudy

1.  Thank you to the Lkwungen people for allowing us to meet on their territories.

2. News from the Street-

• Several incidents of anger/swearing at Our Place left one member feeling 
uncomfortable. Our Place staff sometimes seems to vent anger and frustration on 
service users. Pressure on people who are homeless to conform to many rules may 
fuel angry outbursts. Perhaps everyone could take a breath or two before engaging 
with people who are upset/ angry.

3. Meeting with Shane Simpson- Note: we did not discuss who would attend the meeting.

Though not yet scheduled, the following were suggest as potential topics for conversation 
with the new Minister of Social Development and Poverty Reduction in BC:

• Consider taking over abandoned buildings and turning them into affordable 
housing

• Doing a pilot for a Guaranteed Livable Income in one BC city. Victoria?

• Support laws that prevent demolition of housing. If in reasonable shape the house 
must be moved and reused rather than torn down.

• Support a tax on vacant housing similar to Vancouver (even though a municipal 



issue)

• Support changes to the Strata Property Act so Councils can’t prevent renting.

• Provide more accessible health and dental care such as the Access Health Clinic. 
Even at Access it can be hard to see a doctor and dental care is a long wait

4. Greater Victoria Coalition to End Homelessness- AGM Notes:

• 55 people were housed last year. There was no mention of whether or not those 
folks are still housed

• It is still unclear what the Coalition is really doing to end homelessness.

5. One member presented several options that the City might use to encourage rental 
housing:

• Require rezoning to be ‘residential plus’, multi-zoning

• Affordable (to be defined as 30% of income) housing must be included in all new 
developments, including above businesses

• A specific percentage of profits from the BC Lottery Corporation should be used 
to build affordable housing and provide tenancy supports

6. There was a discussion of the role that stigma and discrimination plays in poverty and 
homelessness and that there needs to be greater attention paid to addressing these issues.



7. Pass the Hat- We forgot!

8. Next Meeting-

                              Wednesday, October 4 th, 3-4:30 pm

                                        Public Library- Downtown

                                           735 Broughton Street

The second meeting of October, the 11th is 1:30pm at Our Place. The third meeting, October 

18th is at 3pm at Anawim House. 


