
COMMITTEE TO END HOMELESSNESS VICTORIA

Minutes of meeting May 11, 1.30 pm at Our Place.

Present:  Diana (in chair), Kym, Kim, David Turner, David Tat, Emily, Paul, Hilary, 
Trudy, Michael,  Joyanna, Susan, Lisa (from Quadra Village Community Centre) 
and Alison.

1/ Welcome, Thanks to the Lkwungen people for permitting us to meet on their 
territory.  Last week's minutes circulated.  Agenda created and approved.

NOTE: All residents from Intent City were invited to this  meeting, but had a new 
commitment to meet their lawyers etc. at TAPS. We hope to see them in June.

2/ NEWS FROM THE STREET
a/ Michael reported a breakdown in maintenance at Rock Bay - no water, no lights 
in washrooms. Diane and Michael  will organise a public health complaint to the 
CRD.

b/ Kim reported Sandy Merriman closes May 22 for 2 or 3 months for repairs!!
No lunches and no beds.  No alternatives for the 25 women staying there. 
Hilary: Even when open there are problems, as with all Cool Aid shelters - shelter 
users can stay for 30 days, then have to leave for 7 days, with no certainty they 
can return.

c/ Emily:  A  10 day notice to end tenancy (for non-payment of rent) is the briefest 
form of eviction.  If a tenant received this type of eviction they have 5 days to 
either apply for dispute resolution (argue the notice through the Residential 
Tenancy Branch) or pay the owing rent and utilities. If they apply the eviction 
notice is put on hold until their hearing. At the hearing,  the arbitrator may side 
with the landlord and grand an"Order of Possession", which is typically effective 
48 hours after it is  is served to the tenant unless otherwise noted by the 
arbitrator. Once after 48 hours, the landlord can apply for a Writ of possession 
through the court. This can only be acted on by a bailiff hired by the court.  Only 
then can a tenant be physically removed from a unit.
d/ Michael asked Emily to investigate why those who have been evicted can have  
their names taken off the BC  Housing Registry!!!  Kym noted that tenants who 
ask for police help often find the police biased against them from the start.  And it 
is no good making a human rights complaint because the Tenancy folk won't 
accept it.

NOTE from Alison: The NDP is introducing a bill to protect renters from 
renovictions and to change the Residential Tenancy Act BUT the BC Legislature 
closes in 10 days and little hope of the bill being heard or passed this season.

e/ Kym will meet Lisa Helps Tuesday, May 24 to discuss warrants and the police 
use of new handcuffs which can cause physical damage.



3: COALITION  - Social Inclusion group
Hilary reported next meeting noon, Monday May 16 at the Library. Gail and  Hilary 
will report on a peer-related conference in Toronto.

4: Do we need a HOMELESS REGISTER?  Arguments for and against.
The  BC Housing Registry is a farce, but what organization would be willing to 
work on  something to take this on? Mere numbers do not solve the problem, 
though they may encourage more  energy in building social housing.

5. TENT  CITY
Kym reported residents are starting to organize a society so that their cheques 
can be sent to Intent City.  The fire is out and there are more extinguishers  Next 
plan is for a kitchen on a trailer. Need for better communications within the camp 
and with its supporters. Mark Lakeman,  from Portland's Dignity Village, dropped 
in with councillor Ben Isitt.  Agreed we need better communications so that all 
can profit from such visits.
Kym is going May 14 to a summit on homelessness and protests in Burnaby this  
weekend, and to the Alliance Against Displacement meeting in Vancouver  
June11. Hopefully, residents of Intent City will be  represented.

6. PRIORITIES:  Our next 1.30 pm. Wednesday meeting, June 8, will concentrate 
on  setting priorities.  David Turner and Lisa  will work on problems and what we 
can  do:    evictions, police abuse  of power, a registry, poor bashing, support for 
Intent City, pressure on the BC and Federal governments.

7. Next meeting May 18, 7 pm. at Sands (remember not to use the back door!)
Then no meetings on the third monday in June, July or August.

June 8 1.30 pm at Our Place. Stephen Porter from TAPS with a brief update on 
Intent City and the law.  Then PRIORITIES and nothing else unless there is an 
emergency!
May 19 - the  last Community dinner at the Activity Centre - 5.30 pm
Our committee has booked space to speak!

. . . . . . . .


