
COMMITTEE TO END HOMELESSNESS VICTORIA
Minutes of meeting dec. 13, 2017 in Our Place.

Present:  Janie, Peter, Lenore, Kalela,  Christine, Joyanna, Diana, 
Thomas, Aiison and guest Councillor Jeremy Loveday.

1/ Welcome Lenore (we've missed you!), Christine and Thomas.

2/ News from the street:
a/ Khalela reported that Christie  Brett's small groups of campers are 
still looking for a more permanent site.  Rules of occupancy very 
vague and may or not be enforced. e.g. you need a permit to put up a 
sign!  
b/ Peter reported that Shannon has been found but still homeless. 
c/ Kym was interviewed by Winnipeg University radio following up on 
his visit to Winnipeg in November.
d/ Trudy starts a new job with UVic in January. 

3/ Councillor Jeremy Loveday: 
a / Victoria,  through the CRD Housing First program, has $60 million 
coming down the pipe for housing the homeless, but we need: a/ to 
increase social housing by 30%.
           b/ protect renters and 
           c/ protect the good rentals that we have.
b/ Victoria is legally limited in what it can do.  ie.  we cannot rezone 
property and we cannot  just take over empty property. Vancouver is 
the only BC city that has been able to establish a vacancy tax.  
Victoria owns very little land; a lot of land was sold off to private 
companies several years ago.  Now, we have a few parks, some office 
buildings and two or three parkades!
c/ Modular or micro housing hasn't been adopted because there is 
nowhere to put it!
d/" Affordable" or market-priced housing has moved in because it 
gets approved by neighborhoods and builders are ready and can 
make a quick profit.  We need to keep pressing.  Contrast with 
Quebec where there is a history of activism supporting social 
housing, affordable child care, tenants' rights.
e/  There are new provisions coming in Victoria, to protect and 



maintain good rental property, prevent demolition and approve new 
social housing developments, but right now, it is difficult to
make effective change at the city level.  Our best hope is through our 
new provincial  government which will be revealing many changes in 
2018.
f/  City council elections in October 2018 will be crucial, with  strong 
opposition to reform expected from well organized groups.  We 
should find and support good candidates who will fight for the right to 
housing and a livable income; and prepare report cards of present 
councillors and prepare questions for new candidates.

    
                 
4. Vigil Dec. 21.  Thanks to Diana and Janie for distributing posters 
and leaflets. Another 100 leaflets handed out to get to those who are 
homeless and those who have  lost friends or family.  Susan will have 
tickets for the Green Cuisine.

5. Khalela reported on her work as an outreach for TAPS and member 
of the Alliance Against Displacement.  She will be a regular committee 
member.

6. Next meeting Dec. 20, 3 pm at Anawim to finalise the vigil etc. 
Note: Alison will not be at that meeting or at further meetings. 
Decisions needed about replacement for contacts etc.

   


